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Map 1 Australian wheat growing regions  

 

Source: ABARES 

Map 2 Australian rainfall districts  

 

Note: Displayed for major cropping districts only. See Table 1 for district names and observed district rainfall. 

Source: Bureau of Meteorology 
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Overview 
Generally unfavourable seasonal conditions during the 2013ɀ14 summer crop planting window 
are expected to result in a significant decline in summer crop production. There have been hot 
and dry seasonal conditions over the few past months in most summer cropping regions in 
northern New South Wales and Queensland. The unfavourable seasonal conditions have limited 
the area planted to summer crops and reduced prospective yields of dryland crops. However, 
patchy rainfall in late January across the Liverpool Plains and the Darling Downs is expected to 
benefit development of later sown crops in these two regions. Additionally, recent rainfall in 
central Queensland is expected to encourage some further planting of summer crops in that 
region and support development of crops already in the ground. 

The seasonal outlook for February to April 2014, issued by the Bureau of Meteorology on 
13 January 2014, points to a roughly equal chance of receiving more or less than median rainfall 
across the summer cropping regions of northern New South Wales and Queensland. 

The total area planted to summer crops  is forecast to fall by 15 per cent in 2013ɀ14 to 
1.15 million  hectares and total production is forecast to fall by 25 per cent to 4 million tonnes. 
Falls in production are forecast for all major summer crops. 

The area planted to grain sorghum  is forecast to decline by 17 per cent in 2013ɀ14 to 
492 000 hectares and production is forecast to decline by 36 per cent to 1.3 million tonnes. 

The area planted to cotton  (planted from September to mid-November) is estimated to have 
declined by 11 per cent in 2013ɀ14 to 392 000 hectares, largely reflecting a fall in the area 
planted to dryland cotton. However, because higher yielding irrigated cotton comprises a larger 
proportion of the total area planted to cotton than last year, it is assumed the average yield will 
rise by 4 per cent. Cotton production is forecast to fall by 8 per cent to 1.3 million tonnes of 
cottonseed and 940 000 tonnes of cotton lint. 

The area planted to rice  is forecast to fall by 11 per cent in 2013ɀ14 to 101 000 hectares. Rice 
production is forecast to decline by 22 per cent to 907 000 tonnes, assuming a return to average 
yields from the above average yields achieved in 2012ɀ13. 

Table 1 Summer crop plantings and productio n, Australia  

Year New South Wales Queensland Australia 

Ω000 ha kt Ω000 ha kt Ω000 ha kt 

2002ς03 518 1 575 541 1 231 1 075 2 835 

2003ς04 457 1 776 765 1 867 1 231 3 664 

2004ς05  524 2 020 812 1 842 1 342 3 878 

2005ς06 776 2 791 645 1 516 1 433 4 352 

2006ς07 338 1 037 545 1 099  918 2 166 

2007ς08 398 1 668 791 2 877 1 199 4 567 

2008ς09 402 1 430 746 2 350 1 156 3 794 

2009ς10 381 1 405 514 1 342  903 2 764 

2010ς11 713 2 514 790 1 901 1 514 4 446 

2011ς12 769 3 101 792 2 394 1 578 5 546 

2012ς13 s 667 3 108 677 2 162 1 358 5 309 

2013ς14 f 564 2 382 573 1 585 1 149 4 001 

% change 2012ς13 to 2013ς14 ς15 ς23 ς15 ς27 ς15 ς25 

f ABARES forecast. s ABARES estimate. Includes ABS preliminary estimates for grain sorghum. 
Note: State production includes cottonseed, grain sorghum, maize, mung beans, rice, peanuts, soybeans and sunflower. Total for Australia 
also includes navy beans and small areas and volumes of summer crops in other states. Summer crop production figures include northern 
wet season rice and northern dry season cotton and rice. 
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Total winter crop  production is estimated to have increased by 17 per cent in 2013ɀ14 to 
44 million tonnes, the second largest winter crop on record. However, there are significant 
regional variations in winter crop production. 

Winter crop production in Western Australia, the largest producing state, is estimated to have 
increased by 55 per cent in 2013ɀ14 to a record 17.2 million tonnes, reflecting favourable 
spring growing conditions in the central and southern parts of the state. In South Australia, 
winter crop production is estimated to have increased by 31 per cent to around 8.6 million 
tonnes, the third highest level of production on record. Victorian winter crop production is 
estimated to have risen by 2 per cent to 7.1 million tonnes. In contrast, winter crop production 
is estimated to have declined by 14 per cent to 9.3 million tonnes in New South Wales and by 
20 per cent to around 1.6 million tonnes in Queensland. 

For the major winter crops, wheat  production is estimated to have increased by 20 per cent to 
27 million tonnes and barley production is estimated to have increased by 28 per cent to 
9.5 million tonnes. Although canola  production is estimated to have declined by 12 per cent to 
3.5 million tonnes, this remains the second largest canola crop on record. 

Table 2 Winter crop production, Australia  

Year New South 
Wales 

kt 

Victoria 
 

kt 

Queensland  
kt 

South 
Australia 

kt 

Western 
Australia 

kt 

Australia 
kt 

2003ς04 10 797 6 965 1 451 7 360 16 677 43 324 
2004ς05 10 715 4 219 1 392 5 298 12 979 34 681 
2005ς06 11 984 6 271 1 435 7 518 13 946 41 236 
2006ς07 3 796 1 751  925 2 793 8 279 17 588 
2007ς08 4 001 4 695 1 195 4 706 10 762 25 423 
2008ς09 9 441 3 890 2 327 4 864 13 786 34 386 
2009ς10 7 789 5 892 1 618 7 036 12 944 35 352 
2010ς11 14 786 7 629 1 822 9 317 8 045 41 681 
2011ς12 11 955 7 348 2 330 7 368 16 599 45 666 
2012ς13 s 10 865 6 997 2 058 6 573 11 088 37 646 
2013ς14 s 9 344 7 138 1 645 8 602 17 162 43 956 
% change 2012ς13 to 2013ς14 ς14 2 ς20 31 55 17 
s ABARES estimate. For 2012ɀ13, includes ABS preliminary estimates for barley, canola, oats and wheat. 
Note: Includes barley, canola, chickpeas, faba beans, field peas, lentils, linseed, lupins, oats, safflower, triticale and wheat. 

Table 3 Winter crop area, Australia  

Year New South 
Wales 

Victoria Queensland South 
 Australia 

Western 
 Australia 

Australia 

Ωллл Ƙŀ Ωллл Ƙŀ Ωллл Ƙŀ Ωллл Ƙŀ Ωллл Ƙŀ Ωллл Ƙŀ 
2003ς04 6 104 3 141 1 034 3 966 7 683 21 953 
2004ς05 6 441 3 195  861 3 965 7 933 22 417 
2005ς06 5 595 2 972  969 3 868 7 408 20 837 
2006ς07 5 673 3 085  810 4 141 6 478 20 215 
2007ς08 6 314 3 378  876 4 131 7 266 21 988 
2008ς09 6 296 3 494 1 212 3 979 7 900 22 909 
2009ς10 6 108 3 491 1 176 3 783 8 272 22 853 
2010ς11 6 159 3 460 1 220 3 821 7 716 22 401 
2011ς12 5 968 3 408 1 208 3 840 8 251 22 693 
2012ς13 s 5 709 3 502 1 194 3 797 8 024 22 244 
2013ς14 s 5 719 3 440 1 125 3 975 8 209 22 486 
% change 2012ς13 to 2013ς14 0 ς2 ς6 5 2 1 
s ABARES estimate. For 2012ɀ13, includes ABS preliminary estimates for barley, canola, oats and wheat. 
Note: Includes barley, canola, chickpeas, faba beans, field peas, lentils, linseed, lupins, oats, safflower, triticale and wheat. 
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Climatic and agronomic conditions 
During November 2013 to January 2014, rainfall was highly variable ranging from severely 
deficient in parts of southern Queensland and northern New South Wales to average in northern 
cropping areas of Queensland and across parts of southern Australia. (Map 3). 

Map 3 Australian rainfall percentiles, 1 November 2013 to 31 January 2014  

 
Note: Rainfall percentiles are displayed for cropping regions only. 

Source: Bureau of Meteorology 

During November 2013, average rainfall was recorded in most cropping regions in Queensland 
and northern New South Wales, while remaining cropping regions in New South Wales, Victoria, 
South Australia and Western Australia generally recorded below average falls. December 2013 
rainfall was generally average for most cropping regions across southern Australia, with 
northern New South Wales and Queensland cropping areas receiving well below average falls. 
In January 2014 rainfall for cropping regions across Australia was predominantly average, with 
the exception of some cropping regions across northern New South Wales and Queensland 
where there were severe rainfall deficiencies (Map 4). 
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Map 4 Australian rainfall percenti les, January 2014 

 
Note: Rainfall percentiles are displayed for cropping regions only. 

Source: Bureau of Meteorology 

Maximum temperature anomalies, ranging from 1 °C to 4 °C above normal, were recorded in 
summer cropping regions across southern Queensland and northern New South Wales in 
January 2014 (Map 5). 

Map 5 Maximum temperature anomalies, January 2014  

  
Note: Temperature anomalies are displayed for cropping regions only. 

Source: Bureau of Meteorology 

During the height of the heatwave that affected much of Australia at the end of 2013 and the 
beginning of 2014, maximum temperature anomalies were much higher. From 29 December 
2013 to 4 January 2014, northern New South Wales and Queensland had maximum temperature 
anomalies up to 10 °C above normal (Map 6). 
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Map 6 Maximum temperature anomalies, 29 December 2013 to 4 January 2014  

 
Note: Temperature anomalies are displayed for cropping regions only. 

Source: Bureau of Meteorology 

4ÈÅ "ÕÒÅÁÕ ÏÆ -ÅÔÅÏÒÏÌÏÇÙȭÓ ÌÁÔÅÓÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÁÌ ÒÁÉÎÆÁÌÌ ÏÕÔÌÏÏË ɉ&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ÔÏ !ÐÒÉÌ ςπρτɊ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÓ 
a slightly increased chance of drier than normal conditions across cropping areas in central and 
southern New South Wales and Victoria where chances of exceeding the median rainfall are 
between 35 per cent and 55 per cent. Chances of a wetter or drier than normal season are 
roughly equal over the cropping zones of northern New South Wales, Queensland and South 
Australia. In Western Australia, the chances of wetter than normal conditions across the 
cropping regions are between 55 per cent and 65 per cent (Map 7). 

Map 7 Rainfall outlook, February to Apri l 2014  

 
Note: Rainfall outlook is displayed for cropping regions only. 

Source: Bureau of Meteorology 
































